Rotary FNQ Field Days goes retro
A BLAST from the past is sure to delight fans of vintage tractors and machinery at this
year’s Rotary FNQ Field Days.
Far from the modern tractor displays featuring air-conditioned cabs, power steering,
variable speed transmissions and GPS, the FNQ Field Days will also feature several
vintage tractor and stationary engine displays.
Visitors will be entertained with stories of days gone by on the farm, as the ladies there
recall cold mornings when they cranked their milking machine motor until blisters
appeared on their hands, or when the crank handle slipped causing many a skinned
knuckle.
You can also hear the men talk of “the good old days”, making comparisons of tractors
between then and now. Their vintage warhorses had no big horsepower engines or airconditioning and the dust filters were the hairs in their noses. Steering was assisted by
strong arms and the GPS was two bloodshot eyes.
Also not to be missed is the display of vintage tractors and other relics by Herberton’s
Historic Village.
Enthusiasts are encouraged to view the “Waterloo Boy” stationary engine being
demonstrated. The original “Waterloo Boy” kerosene-powered tractor was the forefather
to what is now John Deere.
You can also join in conversation with exhibitors from the Tablelands, Burdekin,
Townsville, Bowen and Mackay at the stationery engine compound.
The sounds of many restored stationary engines of yesteryear are set to roar, including
Lister, Southern Cross, Sundial, International, Petter, Blackstone and Ruston-Hornsby.
The engines themselves are renowned for their simplicity, operating without the
assistance of a computer, air cleaner, or forced oil lubrication in the most extreme
conditions.
Veteran exhibitors like Alf Shand from the Burdekin, Chillagoe’s Tony Little, Wondecla
man Toby Atkinson and Ian Williams from Townsville will also make their return to Field
Days this year.
FNQ Field Days visitors are encouraged to stop by and immerse themselves in the days
of old.
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Photo caption: Vintage tractors will be on display again at Rotary FNQ Field Days in
2017.
For exhibitor site inquires, contact Bronwyne Snowdon on 0427 998 203 or email
info@fnqfielddays.org.au
For media enquires, contact Ida Portella on 0439 545 433 or email
marketing@fnqfielddays.org.au
For more information on Rotary FNQ Field Days, visit www.fnqfielddays.org.au

