Inventor’s Contest to bring out best innovators
PRODUCTS designed and made by locals will once again showcase the region’s best
innovators at Rotary FNQ Field Days.
Sponsored by the North Queensland Register, the Inventor’s Contest will this year
feature 12 local inventors showcasing a rage of products relevant to the agricultural
industry.
Inventor’s Contest organiser John Hardy said the contest had come a long way at Field
Days since the early 1990s.
“Over the years, I’ve seen it go from simple things that people have built with a welder to
some pretty innovative and high tech devices,” he said.
“We’re starting to see drones making inroads and GPS devices. There’s a whole lot of
electronic gear used as harvesting aides or in packing sheds.”
2015 winner of the Inventor’s Contest for inventions over $1000 retail, Townsville man
Trent Small, impressed judges with his solar-powered Portable Power Supply (PPS)
housed in an esky.
Mr Hardy said the PPS had since gone on to be used in cyclone-stricken areas like Fiji.
Original Rescue Swag founder Tracey Beikoff said her participation in Field Days’ 2013
Inventor’s Contest gave her the perfect launch platform for her product.
“What I love about the contest is the camaraderie between people and the networks that
you make,” she said.
“I am still in touch with people that I met at that contest. They’re your fellow inventors that
are walking the same path and it’s good to network and bounce ideas off of each other.”
But Mrs Beikoff, whose product has skyrocketed in popularity since appearing on
television show Shark Tank in 2015, said there was no shortage of challenges for
aspiring inventors.
“Taking a product from concept to market is a lot of time, money, effort and passion,” she
said.
“It’s years of work. That’s why it’s so important to do things like the Inventor’s Contest
where you get feedback from people.

“The commitment that’s required to drive a product like mine to market is massive and
you don’t have a concept of that when you first start.”
Mrs Beikoff said feedback from judges at the Inventor’s Contest was vital to being able to
refine a product and make it successful.
“At the end of the day, you save a lot of time and money because of that feedback right
at the start,” she said.
“You’ve got to be focused, very clear about your vision and realistic about your
resources.”
Mrs Beikoff is hoping the Rescue Swag, which is now sold in both Australia and the
United States, could also help villagers in remote parts of Papua New Guinea under a
crowdfunded charity program run by the Cairns-based Reef and Rainforest Research
Centre (RRRC).
“There are people living in absolute poverty and terrible conditions,” she said.
“We’re teaming together with RRRC to give each local ranger up there a Rescue Swag.
“We’ve already done a trial, which went exceptionally well and we’ve added birthing kits
to the Rescue Swag as well.
“If this can make a difference, that’s pretty awesome.”
While not a requirement of the contest, it is the responsibility of aspiring inventors to have
their inventions registered with the Australian Patent Office.
First place in the contest’s Over $1000 retail category is $500 donated by the North
Queensland Register.
First place in the contest’s Under $1000 retail category is also $500, donated by Rotary
FNQ Field Days.
$500 will also be awarded to the Overall Field Winner, donated by Rotary FNQ Field
Days.
All winners will receive trophies provided by Rotary FNQ Field Days.
About 18,000 people passed through the gates at Rotary FNQ Field Days in 2015, with
all indications pointing to a repeat of that number this year.

Crowd favourites such as the popular Rotary John Deere Tractor Pull and Vintage Static
Tractor Display will also make their return.
Mareeba Tyrepower, MSF Sugar and Mareeba Mazda are the major sponsors of Rotary
FNQ Field Days 2017.
A biennial event, Rotary FNQ Field Days will be held between Wednesday May 24 and
Friday May 26, 2017.
ENDS
Caption: Mareeba’s Tracey Beikoff with her Rescue Swag that was showcased at Rotary
FNQ Field Days 2013 Inventor’s Contest.
For more information on the Inventor’s Contest and to download a nomination form, head
to www.fnqfielddays.org.au/attractions/inventors-contest or call John Hardy on 4095 4154
or 0408 939 910.
For exhibitor site inquires, contact Bronwyne Snowdon on 0427 998 203 or email
info@fnqfielddays.org.au
For media enquires, contact Ida Portella on 0439 545 433 or email
marketing@fnqfielddays.org.au
For more information on Rotary FNQ Field Days, visit www.fnqfielddays.org.au

