Past winner making a global difference
TRENT Small wants to change the world, one power source at time.
Ever since winning the over $1000 retail category in the 2015 Rotary FNQ Field Days
Inventor’s Contest, the Townsville man has been on a mission to eliminate energy
poverty with his solar-powered Portable Power Supply (PPS).
From Fiji and the Solomon Islands where the PPS is giving villages vital access to
phones, internet, refrigerators and medical devices to an orphanage in Uganda where
children are experiencing the wonders of electricity for the first time, Mr Small is proud of
what he has achieved in the space of just a few years.
“That’s where I can definitely leave my mark on the world and that’s where I can see this
product being hugely beneficial,” he said.
“The more that I go to these places and the more hardship I see, the more I want to do.”
Solar Relief had humble beginnings when, in the aftermath of Cyclone Yasi in 2011, Mr
Small started to develop a power supply which relied on solar technology instead of noisy
and expensive petrol generators.
With the help of local electrician Andrew Thetford, Mr Small built what would become the
first version of his PPS – an esky that housed batteries able to be charged by a solar
panel.
Since then, the PPS has been extensively field tested by the Australian Defence Force,
whose advice has gone in to the creation of the latest version of Mr Small’s product - a
fully professional stacked box system with dramatically increased storage capacity and
power output.
The upgrade also gives the PPS an “Uninterruptable Power Supply” capability, ensuring
near-instantaneous protection from input power interruptions by supplying energy stored
from batteries.
“Since we’ve been speaking with the United Nations, they’ve told us that an
Uninterruptable Power Supply can mean the difference between life and death in a lot of
places,” Mr Small said.
“It stops power surges and the risk of blowing up appliances, which allows the safe
operation of medical devices.”

Mr Small praised the Inventor’s Contest as the perfect way for inventors to network and
further develop their product into something marketable.
“I think the contest is essential. There should be more of it,” he said.
“There’s so many different people out there with so many different products and ideas, it
just allows them to get out there, get some feedback on their products and talk to other
people who are doing similar things.”
Mr Small urged budding inventors at this year’s Field Days to be determined and
prepared for what would be a challenging road ahead.
“It’s one thing to have an idea for a product that might be alright, but then there’s all the
other issues that you’ve got to contend with like taking it to market and trying to make
money out of it,” he said.
“In your own mind, you need to know exactly what you’re doing, what your target market
is.
“With technology moving as fast as it does, I’ve had to keep innovating my product.
“You’ve got to throw everything you’ve got in it and you need to if you want to make a go
of it.”
About 16,000 people passed through the gates at Rotary FNQ Field Days in 2015, with
all indications pointing to a repeat of that number this year.
Mareeba Tyrepower, MSF Sugar and Mareeba Mazda are the major sponsors of Rotary
FNQ Field Days 2017.
A biennial event, Rotary FNQ Field Days will be held between Wednesday May 24 and
Friday May 26, 2017 at Mareeba’s Kerribee Park.
Nominations are still being accepted for the Inventor’s Contest.
ENDS
Photo caption: Solar Relief founder Trent Small with local villagers in Fiji’s Nailuva
District, who are benefitting from his Portable Power Supply device.

For more information on the Inventor’s Contest and to download a nomination form, head
to www.fnqfielddays.org.au/attractions/inventors-contest or call John Hardy on 4095 4154
or 0408 939 910.
For exhibitor site inquires, contact Bronwyne Snowdon on 0427 998 203 or email
info@fnqfielddays.org.au
For media enquires, contact Ida Portella on 0439 545 433 or email
marketing@fnqfielddays.org.au
For more information on Rotary FNQ Field Days, visit www.fnqfielddays.org.au

