Prisoners pitch in with ‘Buddy Benches’ for Field Days
MAREEBA’S prison population has put in the hard yards to deliver more than 20 “Buddy
Benches” to be used at this year’s Rotary FNQ Field Days.
Lotus Glen Correctional Centre Prison Industries has been busy constructing the
benches, which will provide some much needed respite for visitors to Field Days this year
as they wonder through rows of exhibitor stalls.
Once Field Days is over, Rotary will then donate the benches to Mareeba Hospital’s
children’s playground and several schools in the region.
The idea of American school student Christian Bucks in 2013, a “Buddy Bench” can be
used by any child feeling lonely in the playground to signal to other students that they
need a friend to talk to or would like to be involved in activities.
The concept has since taken off around the world, with Trinity Beach State School
student Charlie Cooper helping to drive the idea locally back in 2014.
The benches attracted the interest of the Field Days Committee in December 2014, who
subsequently contacted Lotus Glen to see if they would be interested in constructing
some for the event.
Lotus Glen carpentry trade instructor Jeffrey Green said the facility was happy to help
after building their first batch of Buddy Benches for Field Days in 2015.
“Quite frankly, the prisoners love doing them. We do a lot of repetitive stuff here for other
clients so to get something that’s different for them where they can go from cutting them
out to seeing them completed, they really enjoy it,” he said.
“It’s quite a good project because it’s really hands on and they learn a lot of the skills that
are useful with power tools and hand tools.
“They really feel a sense of accomplishment in what they’ve done.”
Mr Green said the handmade benches were of comparable quality to anything made
commercially.
“I don’t think you could make them better anywhere else,” he said.
“There’s absolutely no question that the quality is equal to anything out there.”

The end result has delighted Lotus Glen industries manager Larry Guilfoyle, who is full of
praise for the prisoners and their commitment to the project.
“There’s a real sense of pride for the guys knowing that their work is going into the local
community,” he said.
“About 70 per cent of the facility is comprised of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
prisoners and a large majority of those come from remote communities likes Pormpuraaw
and Aurukun. These guys have never had the opportunity to participate in work like this,
so for them it’s a real bonus.
“It’s a culture of ownership. A lot of these guys don’t have that so for them to come here
and for this to be their workplace means a lot to them.”
About 16 to 20 prisoners have been working on the benches at Lotus Glen, with a total of
24 made for Field Days this year.
Mr Guilfoyle said he liked the concept of the Buddy Bench and was proud they would be
used in local schools once Field Days finished.
“For children who are feeling isolated or being bullied, it’s a safe zone for them to go to,”
he said.
About 16,000 people passed through the gates at Rotary FNQ Field Days in 2015, with
all indications pointing to a repeat of that number this year.
Mareeba Tyrepower, MSF Sugar and Mareeba Mazda are the major sponsors of Rotary
FNQ Field Days 2017.
A biennial event, Rotary FNQ Field Days will be held between Wednesday May 24 and
Friday May 26, 2017 at Mareeba’s Kerribee Park.
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Photo caption: Lotus Glen carpentry trade instructor Jeffrey Green with one of the “Buddy
Benches” made at the prison.

For exhibitor site inquires, contact Bronwyne Snowdon on 0427 998 203 or email
info@fnqfielddays.org.au
For media enquires, contact Ida Portella on 0439 545 433 or email
marketing@fnqfielddays.org.au
For more information on Rotary FNQ Field Days, visit www.fnqfielddays.org.au

