Farmer swept up in tractor nostalgia
WHEN Joe Trimarchi gets behind the wheel of his little Massey Ferguson 135 tractor, 50
years of memories come flooding back.
The Tolga cane farmer is entering the Rotary John Deere Tractor Pull for the first time at
this year’s Rotary FNQ Field Days and can’t wait to give it a crack.
“It’s just the nostalgia and the good old memories when I think back,” Mr Trimarchi said of
driving his vintage tractors.
“I get a bit emotional when I think about growing up in my younger days on the farm with
my dad and uncles with these tractors.”
Mr Trimarchi is also entering his International Farmall A514 tractor, a staple of the local
agricultural industry in the 1960s.
“Dad had this model and previous models,” he said.
“It was considered the vital link in farming. If you didn’t have one of them, you weren’t
serious.”
Run for the first time at Field Days in 2013, the Tractor Pull involves either a “vintage” or
“classic tractor” pulling a sled along a 120m track.
All tractors competing must be two-wheel-drive.
Agricultural equipment supplier Honeycombes will supply the “pull-back tractor” for the
event, which will pull the sled back to the start of the 120m track once each competing
tractor has a run.
Engine capacity categories have been boosted for Field Days in 2017, with tractors
competing in categories ranging from 20 horsepower right up to 200 horsepower and
potentially even higher, depending on numbers.
But small and mighty is the aim of the game for Mr Trimarchi, with his Massey
Ferguson’s four cylinder Perkins engine pumping out 45hp while the International can hit
51hp with its four cylinders.

The farming veteran has spent thousands restoring his two vintage workhorses to their
former glory.
“From having a simple spring in the seat to being equipped with satellite navigation, the
way things have advanced in tractors is incredible,” Mr Trimarchi said.
Making its debut at Field Days this year, the Garden Tractor Pulling Display is an exciting
addition to the main event.
Essentially modified ride-on lawn mowers with the deck removed, garden tractors under
15hp and over 15hp will participate in the demonstration.
As with the Tractor Pull, the Garden Tractor Pulling Display will also feature its own sled
to pull.
Children as young as six will even be allowed to have a crack.
About 16,000 people passed through the gates at Rotary FNQ Field Days in 2015, with
all indications pointing to a repeat of that number this year.
Mareeba Tyrepower, MSF Sugar and Mareeba Mazda are the major sponsors of Rotary
FNQ Field Days 2017.
A biennial event, Rotary FNQ Field Days will be held between Wednesday May 24 and
Friday May 26, 2017 at Mareeba’s Kerribee Park.
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Photo caption: Tolga cane farmer Joe Trimarchi with his Massey Ferguson 135 tractor,
which will be competing in the Rotary John Deere Tractor Pull at this year’s Rotary FNQ
Field Days.
For exhibitor site inquires, contact Bronwyne Snowdon on 0427 998 203 or email
info@fnqfielddays.org.au
For media enquires, contact Ida Portella on 0439 545 433 or email
marketing@fnqfielddays.org.au
For more information on Rotary FNQ Field Days, visit www.fnqfielddays.org.au

